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Team Composition

Aedas is a leading global architecture and
design practice, focused on a creative
excellence and diversity in the built
environment. Our company is a global platform
for the most talented designers. With vision, inspiration and shared
international knowledge we deliver solutions that are appropriate for
their location, communities and our clients.

Our multi-disciplinary team is led by Aedas Architects
Limited, a leading global architecture and design practice,
focused on a creative excellence and diversity in the built
environment, and Sinclaire Knight Merz (SKM), a global
leader in the field of engineering consultancy that prides
itself on its ability to deliver innovative and high quality
technical solutions.

Our international network across Asia, Europe, the Middle East and
Americas provides clients with a breadth of design-led expertise and
knowledge in architecture, interior design, building consultancy, master
planning, landscape and urban design.

We understand that the Cultural Precinct must be
distinctive, innovative, engaging, entertaining, productive
and characteristically Gold Coast, and form a must-see
destination for residents and visitors wanting to understand
and connect with the essence of the Gold Coast.
With Aedas’s track record in civic and cultural and SKM’s
knowledge and expertise of the Gold Coast, we believe
together we are a world class team.

Project Director: Aedas
Dominic Manfredi
Aedas

SKM
Architecture: Mathew Holmes
Civil: George Parkinson
Structural: Paul Hanton
Bridge: Darren Leeson
Building Services: John
Murphy
Acoustics: Jackson Yu

				

Structural Engineer: Sinclaire Knight Merz

Civic & Cultural Projects

Client:
Gold Coast Cultural Precinct

Project Director: SKM
Ellis Wilson

Eden Project, Cornwall, England

Architecture: Dan Barnes
Landscape: Mathew Torlesse
Interiors: Logan MacWatt

Local QLD Support
SKM

Cultural projects form one of the most high profile typologies for nations
and communities to express their civic ambition on a global scale.
Realising successful projects requires cultural understanding, public
engagement and long term vision as much as strong design talent.
We have developed a global reputation as leaders in creating cultural
and civic projects that embody their programmatic and social ambitions
as well promoting their host cities on an International platform, and
believe our expertise and knowledge in this area makes us the perfect
candidate for the Gold Coast Cultural Precinct project.
We have a clear ambition in every project to enrich the lives of visitors,
with innovative and sustainable design that embody cultural character
and elevate pride in communities and nations. We design cultural
projects as diverse as museums of modern art, heritage centres,
galleries, performance venues and public realm environments. Civic
projects include supreme courts and courts of justice, defense, central
and local government facilities. Our international network brings a

broad base of diverse design approaches, knowledge and experience
to these projects, with a depth of understanding of the specific social
and cultural characteristics borne out of our local teams.
We apply a rigorous methodology to understand and respond to the
multiple challenges in cultural projects. Cultural facilities have to fit
appropriately into their urban and social contexts, often as regenerating
catalysts for their cities and extensions of the public realm. Spatial
design needs to accommodate varied user groups, public space and
access flexibility for installation and performance programmes, and
ultimately provide welcoming environments that affect, engage and
inspire visitors.

With a multi-cultural staff base in offices across 32 cities around the
world, we also bring a depth of understanding of diverse local cultures,
economies and environmental conditions. Our design leadership and
combined knowledge is fluid and accessible to all clients rather than
fixed in a global headquarters. This unique, adaptive structure gives us
the ability to respond to the different places and societies in which we
work with both plurality and quality in design.
We are committed to bringing together innovative design and
international experience to improve the natural and built environments
always informed by research and a comprehensive sustainable
approach. Working across sectors as diverse as civic, commercial,
cultural, hospitality, retail, health, education, industry and transport we
are experts in high density, mixed use development. We are global
master planners leading the creation of the new Asian cities as well as
addition to maintenance of the established cities of Europe.
Aedas invests in research and leads cross-disciplinary initiatives on
reducing building energy use, the lifecycle impact of building products,
their packaging and transport to site, as well as end-of-life reusability.
Our Sustainability Team has developed bespoke software and dedicated
design tools such as CarbonBuzz, to create architectural solutions that
maximise the sustainable value of every project.

Working with public sector clients and multiple stakeholders, we are
specialists in creating cultural and civic centres of diverse characters,
specific to their context and function that are both visionary and viable
solutions with social sensitivity and sustainability at their core.
Sinclair Knight Merz (SKM) has a wealth of
experience providing cost effective and iconic
solutions for projects like the Cultural Precinct
and our proposed Project Development Team
reflects this hands-on, proven track record.
We place a strong emphasis on client relationships and creating positive
scenarios that benefit the outcomes of our clients and the broader
community. A major benefit that SKM brings to our clients is that we
hold the full range of multi-discipline skills in-house required to deliver
this community and cultural enhancement projects.
SKM is a global leader in the field of engineering consultancy and
prides itself on our ability to deliver innovative and high quality technical
solutions. Our distinguishing feature is our strong understanding of the
underlying technologies and markets of our areas of practice, together
with our clear advice. Our global track record in engineering and
project delivery is a combination of structural, civil, bridge, acoustic,
maritime and building services engineers, along with traffic engineers
and transport planners, environmental scientists, planners, cultural,
community and heritage consultants and economists. In addition we
have significant architectural competency in Queensland as well as the
rest of the east coast of Australia.
SKM know from our project work on the Gold Coast that a holistic and
sympathetic approach to design interwoven with the Gold Coast design
flavour are central to ensuring public and local stake holder support and
buy in. Much of the community and visitors must ‘own’ the new precinct
and our innovative solution reflects this. The work SKM has completed
with respect to the green bridge which will link Evandale to Chevron
Island will be critical part of the overall design solution.

West Kowloon Cultural District, Hong Kong
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Civic & Cultural Centre, Singapore (Aedas)

When complete, the 62,000 sq m complex will provide a rich
entertainment. lifestyle and shopping experience for one-north and
the wider Singapore community. The design of this complex called
for a truly imaginative approach to link all the facilities into a journey
of discovery from the common to the restricted areas. The Centre
will fast become a powerful civic magnet, with its unique 5,000-seat
theatre, and a food and beverage based retail area, working together
to enhance each other’s success.

West Kowloon Cultural District, Hong Kong (Aedas)

One of the most anticipated projects in Hong Kong stirred by the
local authorities, attracting five international development consortia
who in 2005 submitted bids for the site. The project required groups
to build and operate for 30 years 200,000 sq m of cultural facilities
and a 220,000 sq m canopy. The concept was taken from an earlier
competition for the site, inspiring the development of this important
location.
Awards:
•
International Design Awards 2007 - Second Prize, Architecture,
Urban Design
•
MIPIM Architectural Review Future Projects Awards 2006 Commended, Master Planned Communities Category
•
Cityscape Architectural Review Awards 2004 - Commended,
Masterplanning Category

Awards:
•
MIPIM Architecture Review Future Project Awards 2010 Commended, Mixed Use Category
•
Cityscape Awards, Architecture in Emerging Market 2010 Winner, Commercial, Mixed Use Future Category
•
CNBC Asia Pacific Commercial Property Awards 2009
- Winner, The Architecture Award Asia Pacific, 5 Stars
The Architecture Award Singapore
•
International
Property
Awards
Global
Finalist.
The Architecture Award

West Kowloon Terminus, Hong Kong (Aedas)

As a strong indicator in recent years of the improved relationship between Hong Kong and mainland China, the West Kowloon Terminus is both
a symbol and a functional representation of how strong the bond has become. The high-speed rail terminus station will connect Hong Kong to
Beijing with the largest rail network in our history. Located centrally in Hong Kong, the 430,000 sq m facility with fifteen tracks will be the largest
below ground terminus station in the world.

Eden Project, Cornwall, England (SKM)

The Eden Project is one of the major Millennium Commission schemes to form a botanical garden and education resource centre within a former
china clay quarry. A sheltered micro-climate has been created since the complex is below the surrounding ground level. The construction of
enormous greenhouses (biomes) has enabled large numbers of the world’s tropical and Mediterranean species to be represented within the
plantings.

Skilled Park Stadium, Gold Coast, QLD (SKM)

As part of a coordinated team that included architects HOK Sport,
the Queensland Government Department of Works (Project
Services Division), managing contractor WATPAC and the Stadiums
Queensland (formerly the Major Sports Facility Authority), SKM
provided an integrated engineering service for the 27,000-seat Skilled
Park Stadium on the Gold Coast.
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Previous Design Work

Arabian Performance Centre, UAE (Aedas)

Surrounded by the desert sands and occupying its own island in the
middle of a nature reserve, the Arabian Performance Venue is organically tied to both its context and through its use. The venue is experienced through an entry sequence of surprise and discovery.
Awards:
•
MIPIM Architectural Review Future Projects Awards 2008 Commended, Mixed Use Category

Awards:
•
Construction News Quality in Construction Awards 2007 – Winner of the Excellence in Collaborative Engineered Design for The Core,
Education Resource Centre, Eden Project.
•
LABC National Built in Quality Awards 2006 - Best Public/Community Project for The Core Education Resource Centre, The Eden
Project
•
Quality in Construction Awards 2006 – Winner of the Project of the Decade Award for the Eden Project.
•
The Institution of Structural Engineers Awards 2002, Special Structural Award for the Eden Project
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DESIGN APPROACH Our starting point was to consider how the distinct characteristics of the Gold Coast could be distilled into a few fundamental images that could then form a spring board to inspire the emerging design.

Skyline Gold Coast’s incredible high rise skyline seen across water
has an international scale and glamour.

Outdoor People Gold Coast people enjoy the great outdoors and a
beautiful subtropical climate.

Surf Energetic surf and beach culture caught in the wave.

Indigenous Art Abstract pattern, technique and colour palette
suggest places and movement.

Hinterland Lush rolling hills and winding valleys form an exceptional
and distinctive backdrop to Gold Coast.

Subtropical Forest The lush canopy of the Hinterland Forest

Steams & Waterfalls Dramatic waterfalls, gushing streams and
eroded rock formations animate the Hinterland

Patterns in Nature Cycads, indigenous to Queensland are plants of
great antiquity with cones up to 45cm long

ORGANISING PRINCIPLES
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The Heart of the Cultural Precinct The New Arts Museum and
Lining Arts Centre enclose the Great Terrace which overlooks
Evandale Lake, the amphitheatre and Gold Coast skyline.

Development Zones The site is arranged in clear zones to maximise flexibility and phasing opportunities: 1. The Artscape, New Art
Museum and Living Arts Centre. 2. Car parks/transport interchange,
and the Council’s existing Civic Chambers, and Riverside Building
3. Site for future Cultural Precinct partnership opportunities

Artscape The Artscape forms a contiguous series of fluid routes
connecting the land-formed buildings and spaces maximising the
Artscape area.

Places Patterns in the landscape define places of varying scale
– from the Great Terrace through to spaces for performance,
cafés, pavilions and art installations.
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Water A tributary network of shallow pools and rills threads
through the Artscape towards the Lake and River.

GOLD COAST CULTURAL PRECINCT DESIGN COMPETITION
design response

Geometry Beneath rolling land-formed green roofs the buildings
open up through a sinuous double curved geometry inspired by
nature and waveforms.

Servicing Vehicular service routes and parking are kept to the
west periphery maximising the continuity of the pedestrian
environment through the Artscape.
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Key 1. Green Bridge 2. Living Arts Centre 3. Great Terrace 4. New
Arts Museum 5. Evandale Lake 6. Amphitheatre 7. Chapel
8. Multi- Storey Car Park/Future Transport Interchange 9. Civic Chambers 10. Multi- Storey Car Park 11. Riverside Building 12. Future
Partnership Opportunities Site
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The rolling land-formed Art Museum and Living Arts
Centre rise seamlessly from the Artscape and Subtropical
Gardens enclosing the celebratory Great Terrace with
sinuous nature-inspired elevations and framing views
across Evandale Lake to Gold Coast’s stunning skyline
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SITE PLAN				
scale 1:2000

1. 		
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Green Bridge
Living Arts Centre
Great Terrace
New Arts Museum
Evandale Lake
Amphitheatre
Chapel
Multi-storey Car Park/Future Transport Interchange
Civic Chambers
Multi-storey Car Park
Riverside Building
Future Partnership Opportunities Site
Ferry Point
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GOLD COAST CULTURAL PRECINCT DESIGN COMPETITION
artscape
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GOLD COAST CULTURAL PRECINCT DESIGN COMPETITION
new arts museum and living arts centre from the great terrace
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