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For over 20 years, ARM Architecture 
has specialised in projects that 
require the highest level of design 

thinking and skilful resolution.
From large urban masterplans to exquisite and sensitive 
interventions, the hallmarks of an ARM project remain the 
same;

• In-depth research, particularly in local, cultural & urban 
issues

• Genuine lateral thinking
• Skilful resolution of complex briefs
• Surprising, often unique outcomes
• On time, on budget
• An international profile
• Satisfied clients 

We solve our clients’ problems, but we are never satisfied 
to simply respond to a brief. We make sure that the real 
problems are understood, and resolve them in an elegant 
and often surprising way.

We are a leading edge design consultancy with a reputation 
for innovation, scholarship and creativity. We aim to make a 
real contribution to the life of our clients by understanding 
their culture and incorporating into their new environment 
the ideas which underpin that culture. We are also keen 
students of the history of ideas, known for enriching our 
design work by bringing aspects of the local scene and the 
relevant history to the overall solution.

ARM Architecture was founded in 1988 by Stephen Ashton, 
Howard Raggatt and Ian McDougall. The three founding 
directors are all hands-on people, who together with a 
loyal and dedicated core group of professionals have built 
the practice to a 55-person operation with a national and 
international reputation. 

ARM Architecture ’s projects have made a major contribution 
to the shift in client and community expectations of 
architectural design in both the cultural and commercial 
sectors by combining creative lateral thought, new 
technology and just plain hard work. We have proven that 
within the so-called constraints of Australian culture, new 
work of utility, excitement and durability can be created.

ARM Architecture is pleased to submit our Stage One 
Entry for the Gold Coast Cultural Precinct.
 
We believe our experience as outlined in this 
submission fits well with the scale and complexity 
of this exciting project. We hope that the skills and 
experience of our team combined with a robust 
design proposition provide the right mix of expertise, 
commitment and vision to work together with the 
Council, the community and other stakeholders to 
deliver an inspiring new facility for those who live, 
work and play in the Gold Coast region.
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Established in 1981, Marshall Day Acoustics has grown 
to become one of Australia's largest and most respected 
acoustic consultants. Their staff are linked across an extensive 
network of offices to form one team of engineers, architects, 
musicians, designers and scientists. Their projects represent 
our proud history as an innovative, creative and specialist 
acoustic consultancy at an international and local level.

Their portfolio includes the most relevant refurbishment 
projects in Australia: Hamer Hall, Perth Concert Hall and 
QPAC. They have delivered close to 400 performing arts 
centres and are proud to have also worked on world-class art 
galleries, outdoor venues and cinema studios. Their network 
of niche expert collaborators ensures that no question is left 
unanswered.

The diverse backgrounds of their acousticians include 
architects, planners, professional musicians, stage managers, 
gallery managers, engineers and scientists. They have the 
required expertise, resources and creativity to successfully 
deliver the complex Gold Coast project.
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Schuler Shook was founded in 1986 
by partners Duane Schuler and 
Robert Shook.

Schuler Shook excels at working collaboratively and 
creatively to achieve excellence in design. They strive to 
inform the design process in the most positive ways possible 
to reinforce the architectural concepts and to ensure that 
the building supports the work of the artists engaged there.

Their projects include opera houses, professional theatres, 
concert halls, dance theatres, ballrooms, worship spaces, 
and performance venues for universities and high schools; 
they range from less than 100 seats to over 15,000 seats. 
Their expertise includes the following areas of specialization:

• Feasibility studies
• Architectural programming
• Theatre planning and building planning
• Theatre seating and seating conveying systems
• Stage rigging systems
• Stage curtains and tracks
• Stage and orchestra lifts
• Platforming systems
• Stage lighting systems

Their practice is continually sharpened with the experience 
that each project brings. They believe in flexibility, practicality, 
and expandability. Above all, they design theatres that work, 
both now and in the future.
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Arup is a global consultancy of passionate designers, 
engineers, and planners. Their trust/employee based 
ownership structure encourages a membership of people 
wanting to do the best work possible in their field.  They are 
used to working in free thought environments to bring fresh 
innovative ideas to everyday design challenges.

This passion and energy combined with Their unrivalled 
technical strength has been key to delivering some of the 
most exciting projects around the world.  The access Arup 
can provide to ‘best in class’ individuals in their own fields is 
particularly relevant in precinct design where the success of 
the project depends upon a diverse range of multi-disciplinary 
skills.

Highlight buildings, both small and large are key to the profile 
and success of developments such as as the Gold Coast 
Cultural Precinct.  An appreciation of how these buildings link 
into the larger infrastructure overlays, both in terms of physical 
services and the precinct planning around pedestrians, 
vehicular traffic,  and activity flows is essential in developing 
initial planning that will ensure the success of the precinct 
overall.  Arup not only has access to all of the engineering and 
planning disciplines required to inform this process, but also 
to key senior people with decades of experience in the firm 
who know how to pull this input together and apply it to an 
effective end outcome.

Cunningham Martyn Design 
delivers innovative high quality museum 
and exhibition design. 

Their collective skills in interpretive design are 
complemented by expertise in space planning, thematic 
design, documentation and project management. They are 
familiar with museum collection management procedures, 
curatorial programs, conservation standards and public 
programming policies and appreciate the unique qualities of 
each commission.

Their success is underpinned by:

• 30 years experience in designing and delivering 
exhibitions

• An extensive record of complex and large scale projects
• Core design skills that are focused on interpretive 

technologies
• Understanding of museological principles and 

requirements
• Primary concern for the visitor experience
• Intelligent design that is content led and emotively 

driven
• Clever and innovative development of displays and 

interactives
• Sound technical performance and display durability
• Efficient infrastructure and management systems
• Successful collaboration with other consultants and 

disciplines
• Skilled project management and contract administration
• Strong recognition of client investment and contribution
• Practical regard for operational imperatives.

Michael Aird has worked full time in the area of Aboriginal 
cultural heritage since 1985, graduating in 1990 with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Anthropology from the University of 
Queensland. 

Michael was born at Southport and has spent most of his 
life living in the Gold Coast region, the traditional country of 
his ancestors. His career as an anthropologist in the area of 
Aboriginal cultural heritage has included the curating of over 
15 exhibitions.

In 1996 he established Keeaira Press an independent 
publishing house and has produced over 25 books focussed 
on art and photography, which reflects Michael’s interest in 
recording aspects of urban Aboriginal history and culture.

Duncan Gibbs has had over twenty years of design experience, 
completing a wide range of projects and involved in a variety 
of practices from his own sole practitioner consultancy to 
contract work for large private and government organisations. 

His core design principles are:

• Careful sequencing of space and volume
• The use of the landscape as both object and container
• A conscious use of materials ‘indigenous’ to their 

environments to produce a disciplined palette
• An exploration of the overlapping of both time and 

space within design
• A strong sense of the technical being revealed
• Fostering the working interrelationship and 

interdependency of various disciplines and streams of 
knowledge.

TOPOTEK 1 is a landscape architecture studio that specializes 
in the design and construction of unique urban open spaces. 
Founded in Berlin by Martin Rein-Cano and Lorenz Dexler in 
1996, the studio’s roster of German and international projects 
strive to respond to site conditions and programmatic 
necessities with a compelling concept, high quality of design 
and efficient implementation.

The task central to their office is the design of urban open 
spaces. Based on a critical understanding of contemporary 
realities, the search for conceptual approaches leads them to 
decided statements concerning the urban context. 

Throughout design, planning, and construction they offer 
solutions for new parks, squares, sportsgrounds, court-
yards and gardens, whose designs answer to requirements 
for variability, communication and sensuality. The many 
experiences through a broad spectrum of projects facilitate 
an efficient realization, finely tuned to respective necessities. 

 Jim Hultquist

 Robert Shook

 Duane Schuler

 Peter Fearnside

 Peter Exton

 Brendon McNiven

 Tim Elgood

 Gerard Healey

 Bryon Cunningham

 Charbel Bou-Francis

 Paul Broadhurst  Michael Aird

 Duncan Gibbs

indigenous 

and cultur
al

consultants
 Lorenz Dexler

 Martin Rein-Cano

1 of 6  

TEAM
COMPOSITION



The gold coa
st cult

ural 

precinct is a 
place w

here 

an architectu
ral popul

ism is 

unembarrassingly exposed......
 

It is als
o a plac

e where 

there is a st
rong interface 

between
 nature and 

culture...

all of t
his means that 

there 

is not one single Coast but 

many, and that 
residents 

and tourists can
 select

 

the par
ticular

 Coast th
at 

represents for them the 

best of a
ll possi

ble worlds...

The design of Schlosspark Wolfsburg 
corresponds to a moving picture. The 
circular gardens offer a constantly 
changing perception of space, with a 
multitude of visual axes and connections.

Laud8.com
Landscape Architecture + Urban Design

The MRC is a landmark building and one 
of the most intricate music halls ever built 
— a masterpiece of design, engineering and 
construction. 

Theo Theophanous, 
Former Minister for Major Projects, Victoria

It is a fabulous building and I’m told we can 
even have the roof open for our concert and 
play under the stars!

Elton John

Here at last is a building that combines utility 
with beauty and inventiveness. It sits on the 
Acton Peninsula like an inviting playground for 
the mind and the memory. It has an overall 
unity, whose core is the giant welcoming hall. 
Its very much a metaphor for Australia, really.

Joseph Quigley 
Visitor, National Museum of Australia

Working on the Shrine was like performing 
plastic surgery on the Queen. You get it 
wrong, that’s the end of you in Melbourne ... 
but you did it, you got it right.’

Professor Peter Mcintyre
University of Melbourne

I loved this place before 
... it’s even better now.

K.D. Lang

Perhaps the thing that I love the most is that 
the building now has real life in it, both day 
and evening because the new architecture 
invites people to come and explore.

Judith Isherwood 
Victorian Arts Centre CEO

This impressive project, which is the latest 
addition to Victoria’s cultural landscape, 
has reached the milestone of Practical 
Completion three months ahead of schedule.

John Brumby
Premier, State Government Of Victoria

Elizabeth Quay is the centrepiece of a bold 
plan to revitalise central Perth and return the 
city’s focus to the iconic Swan River. 
Elizabeth Quay will be a place where 
people gather by the river to work, live and 
celebrate occasions big and small.  

Government of Western Australia  

The Superkilen project is an important part of 
a larger urban design strategy. The idea was 
to transform public procedure into proactive 
proposition: to create a park for the people by 
the people.

Mies van der Rohe 
European Union Prize 2013
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NEW ARTS MUSEUM 
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These cells we see as rich interpretation from 
the microscopic core of life to the organic 
and the architectural, and then to the city, 
the region, and beyond. 

Our strategic design philosophy has aimed to 
find an emergent life force for the site. This 
force we have framed within the self-generating 
figure of the cellular, created using voronoi 
seeds (points, sites, generators) making cells of 
infinite variety within our parametric surfaces. 

The Gold Coast is a place where the cult of the 
new is virtually a religion. 

Gold Coast Urban Heritage
& Character Study

These cells are fully three dimensional too, 
they are not merely a plan, merely a fixed 
pattern, but are instead infinitely changeable, 
animated, flexible, ready to coagulate, to 
signal and respond, to become as a living 
thing themselves in time. 

The Great Terrace is the literal epicentre of 
the precinct. Could it be a new urban focus 
for the Gold Coast? 

“On the Gold Coast the environment cannot 
speak for itself. It must be re-packaged in 
some mildly theatrical way.”

Gold Coast Urban Heritage
& Character Study

This design philosophy is then much less 
about designing, a fixed and perfect thing, 
once and for all, but as if finding out the 
DNA and then setting it on its way, for us to 
discover what it is it may become, a design 
more like the research of the unpredictable.

great 
terrace
amphitheatre

city without city 

The envelopes 
transform from 
small paths to 
wilder green 
inserts

SURPRISE

“Elevate the New Arts Museum” 
The Artscape is envisaged as the defining 
characteristic within the wider site context.  
The New Arts Museum is elevated above the 
Artscape, creating a unique maximization of 
possible landscape types and experiences 
and in turn a magnificent conception of a 
visionary Art Museum, hovering over the Gold 
Coast – a site of both Escape and Pilgrimage!

ARRIVAL + ANTICIPATION

We propose a mat of car parking (900 cars) 
at RL3 with the Artscape over. All building 
functions are at RL7 or above, in turn 
minimising flood inundation. To progress 
from the carpark to the Artscape is to journey 
from real time geography into another new 
space perhaps even an Art-e-scape!
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Martin Rein-Cano, TOPOTEK1

Potential Garden & Artscape Thematics

Hi Martin, 
 
These are some of ARM’s first thoughts about what these garden cells could be!!

Beach
Tidal Mangrove boardwalk

Beach  & Surf
Broadwater & inland rockpools

Islands

Hinterland
Waterfall
Treetop walk
Lagoon swimming & water play

Wetlands
Dams, Ponds & Bogs

Gondwana
Yugambeh people

Goldcoast history 

Exuberance & Excess

Regards, 
 
Howard Raggatt 

ARM Architecture

Experiential
Silent
Fire
The view
Lost garden
Secret garden
Skate park
Shade garden
Digital garden
Night, dawn, day, dust

Educational
Stories garden
Water recyling

Wildlife freindly

Marine
Human Impact

Conservation

Our proposal is for a large scale Outdoor 
Room framed by both the Living Arts Centre 
and New Museum. It is the threshold to the 
open-air antitheater. These spaces blur into 
each other. The net of voroni cells provides 
for spatial definition, shade structures and 
a night illumination. It is both a central hub 
to all new facilities, a new outdoor venue of 
10,000 person capacity, and a framed view to 
the ever changing Gold Coast Skyline. 
       

general
organisation

Our proposal is to radically re-imagine the 
existing Theatre Complex while retaining the 
Auditorium, stage and fly tower. (The OP wing 
will be enlarged) A new Cinema complex is 
proposed. Re configured foyers, arrival points 
and venue spaces are proposed to maximise 
location views and permeability. The new 
centre will be directly accessible from the 
Great terrace.

no centre many nodes
thie city with many strips

the
 

livi
ng a

rts
 

cen
tre

for
eve

r n
ew

existing canal
1960s

Access via
 jetty

maximise the

fun stuff
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Living Arts Centre (LAM)

GCCP Cinemas & Roof Garden

New Arts Museum (NAM)

Site ‘B’
Future development

Great Terrace

Waterscape & Canal

Art Playground

Green Bridge

Artscape

Amphitheatre

Photos

Photos

Photos
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Waterscape & Canal

Directions             Search nearby                    Save to map              more
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The built shore landscape culminates 
smoothly into the wide covered amphitheatre. 
A water world passes through buildings and 
transforms into a waterfall! 

We propose a network of Voronoi Cells “seeded” 
across the site and like a SeedBank sourcing 
plant types and promoting biodiversity.

The Voronoi Cells catalogue and display 
the distinctive cultural, environmental, and 
botanical qualities of the Gold Coast and 
hinterland.

Indeed what about a series of experimental 
Voronoi cells dedicated to regional and 
seasonal programs - the 2018 Commonwealth 
Games is an obvious example. This diversity 
culminates in the Grand Bridge where nature 
is thought to be “art” itself.

Such variety could lead to excess, which is 
highly likely; but it’s also likely that this excess 
is quintessentially the Gold Coast!!!

The largest Skate Park in the world co-exists with 
a small display of snowflake lilts (Nympoides 
indicia)! Both native reeds (Phragmosis 
australis) and a Pink Poodle sculpture are 
caught within the net of Voronoi cells.

site layout

MATERIALITY
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small paths green botanical gardens 

specific areas

art gardens

large buildings

small pavilions

waterfalls

green open air rooms

functionality

water management

WAYFINDING

5 of 6  
ARTSCAPE 

ILLUSTRATION



LIVING ARTS CENTRE

NEW ARTS MUSEUM

Living Arts Centre (L.A.C.)
Theatre Spaces
Cinemas
Public Zone
Admin. + Resident Perf. Arts
Back of House/Load

New Arts Museum (N.A.M.)
Great Hall
Galleries
Theatre e
Public Zone
Arts Hub + Admin/Store/Load

Main Entry

Site

Venues/Retail/F+B
Exis ng Buildings
Carpark (900 Spaces)
Ver cal Circula on
(From/To Carpark)
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D

CROMBIE AVE

LAC

LAC

NAM

NAM

CARPARK 

BELOW

Living Arts Centre (L.A.C.)
Theatre Spaces
Cinemas
Public Zone
Admin. + Resident Perf. Arts
Back of House/Load

New Arts Museum (N.A.M.)
Great Hall
Galleries
Theatre e
Public Zone
Arts Hub + Admin/Store/Load

Main Entry

Site

Venues/Retail/F+B
Exis ng Buildings
Carpark (900 Spaces)
Ver cal Circula on
(From/To Carpark)

RL  7.00 NORTH

RL 3.00  CARPARK MAT

C
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RL  12.00
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