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1 .1  |  INTRODUCTION

Bruce Henderson Architects (BHA) is pleased to present 
our submission for the Gold Coast Cultural Precinct design 
competition that highlights our skills, capabilities and design 
proposal for the subject site. 

We understand that the aspirations for the project are that 
it should:

•	 Be	a	project	of	national	significance
•	 Ensure	a	scale	and	connection	that	is	respective		
 of its context
•	 Appeal	to	a	wide	demographic	in	its	range	of	uses		
 and architecture
•	 Result	in	an	inviting	and	friendly	complex	
•	 Delivered	robustly	to	budget	and	programme

We	are	excited	to	be	involved	and	sincerely	appreciate	the	
opportunity	to	be	involved	a	part	of	this	significant	project.	

Bruce Henderson Architects has an incomparable 
understanding	of	the	commercial	and	hospitality	sectors.

The	 company	 was	 established	 in	 1977	 as	 a	 specialist	
commercial	 architecture	 practise	 and	 has	 since	 grown	
to	 become	 a	 highly	 diversified	 design	 company	 with	 a	
significant	portfolio	of	built	work	across	the	world.		

The	 company	 services	many	 sectors	 of	 the	 development	
industry	 including	 commercial,	 residential,	 cultural,	 retail,	
health,	hotel	and	hospitality,	tourism,	transport,	aviation	and	
infrastructure.  

The	company	is	based	in	Melbourne	Australia,	but	is	active	
in	Europe	and	Asia	with	offices	in	London	and	Hanoi.

1.2   |   OUR PHILOSOPHY

BHA’s	 primary	 objective	 is	 to	 create	 enduring	 and	
sustainable	architecture	of	quality	and	innovation.	We	value	
sustainability,	acknowledging	that	it	operates	at	many	levels	
including	environmental,	functional	and	financial	levels.

We	 aim	 to	 create	 enduring	 architecture	 of	 quality	 and	
elegance.

Valid	creative	design	emerges	from	a	balanced	approach	to	
the	requirements	of	a	project,	allowing	for	both	an	intuitive	
response and a programmatic understanding of the brief, 
incorporating aesthetic elements of design/space, form, 
light,	 colour	 and	 texture,	whilst	 reasoned	 consideration	 is	
given	to	the	functional,	financial	and	commercial	aspects	of	
the project.

This approach ensures our design solutions are beautiful, 
practical	and	viable.

1.3   |   OUR PRIORITIES

Enduring partnerships:

BHA	 has	 forged	 many	 long-term	 relationships,	 and	
enjoys	 an	 exceptional	 high	 level	 of	 repeat	 business.	 Our	
relationships are built on a deep understanding of client 
needs,	consistently	high	professional	performance	and	an	
impressive	record	in	project	delivery.

We	 are	 known	 for	 our	 ability	 to	 add	 value	 to	 clients’	
investments,	 through	 commercially	 astute	 and	 creative	
project	solutions.		We	pride	ourselves	on	our	knowledge	of	
property	markets,	and	our	skills	in	investigating	alternative	
scenarios and potential returns for projects.

We	 recognise	 that	 our	 future	 is	 governed	 by	 our	 clients’	
satisfaction.

Excellence: 

We understand that the practice of design excellence 
is	 achieved	 through	 our	 team’s	 commitment	 to	 working	
together	 professionally	 with	 our	 clients	 and	 the	 project	
team.	 	This	understanding	 results	 in	projects	which	make	
a	 positive	 contribution	 to	 the	 community,	 are	 sensitive	
to	 their	 surrounds,	 commercially	 sound,	 environmentally	
appropriate and respond to cost and time management 
requirements.  

BHA combines technical excellence and an understanding 
of	 local	 clients	 and	markets	 with	 genuine	 enthusiasm	 for	
design	and	innovation.

BHA combines technical excellence and an understanding 
of	 local	 clients	 and	markets	 with	 genuine	 enthusiasm	 for	
design	and	innovation.

Our people: 

Our	 people	 are	 BHA’s	 greatest	 asset.	 They	 are	 a	 highly	
motivated	 and	 skilled	 team	 committed	 to	 providing	 our	
clients	with	professional	and	bespoke	service	at	all	 levels	
within	 the	 practice.	 We	 ensure	 that	 we	 recognise	 our	
strengths	 and	 weaknesses	 and	 continually	 educate,	 and	
share	ideas	and	knowledge.

1.4   |   OUR MASTERPLANNING APPROACH

BHA	 has	 a	 committed	 approach	 to	 generating	 socially	
responsible integrated masterplanning and urban solutions. 
We	 strongly	 believe	 that	 when	 establishing	 a	 series	 of	
guidelines	 for	 future	 development	 that	 a	 considered	
approach	must	be	undertaken	with	regard	to	the	public	and	
private	spaces	and	the	manner	in	which	they	engage	with	
the built fabric. 

Each	 project	 has	 its	 own	 unique	 dynamics	 in	 regards	
to	 site,	 community,	 clients	 and	 desired	 outcomes.	 BHA	
has	 developed	 a	 culture	 of	 intensive	 workshops	 to	 start	
international	projects	to	allow	the	best	possible	relationship	
and	 understanding	 of	 the	 client’s	 objectives	 and	 desired	
project	outcomes	within	their	given	context.	

The core project team is sent to the proposed site 
to	 investigate	 the	 existing	 conditions	 and	 context.	 	 A	
workshop	 is	 then	 undertaken	with	 the	 clients	 to	 establish	
a	 comprehensive	 brief	 exploring	 possible	 outcomes.		
Consultants are integrated into the project from the initial 
concept.

This	method	of	intense	work-shopping	ensures	the	project	
is	 understood	 unambiguously	 by	 all	 parties	 involved	 and	
allows	for	an	efficient	development	of	the	proposal.

The	following	projects,	both	locally	and	internationally,	are	
just	a	few	examples		of	recent	schemes	that	have	benefited	
from	 this	 method	 of	 intensive	 workshops	 to	 instigate	 the	
project. 

These guidelines and strategic stages ensure that both the 
owner	of	the	land	and	potential	clients	have	a	wide	variety	of	
flexibility	within	the	project	to	ensure	a	successful	outcome	
and	 that	 the	 end	 users	 are	 provide	 with	 a	 vibrant	 urban	
environment	in	which	to	live,	work	or	visit.



BRUCE HENDERSON ARCHITECTS  |   2

2   |   PROJECT EXPERIENCE INTRODUCTION

BHA’s	extensive	experience	with	major	projects	admirably	
qualifies	 us	 to	 manage	 entire	 briefs,	 from	 inception	 to	
occupation.		We	are	well-accustomed	to:

-	 negotiating	with	authorities,	including	those	in		
	 overseas	countries;	
-	 facilitating	the	input	of	multiple	stakeholders;
-	 selecting	consultants	and	contractors;	and	
-	 managing	project	teams.

The	firm	has	worked	 in	nearly	a	dozen	countries,	and	our	
growing	portfolio	of	international	business	is	testimony	to	our	
understanding	of	diverse	cultures,	our	leadership	skills	and	
ability	to	identify	and	manage	important	site	considerations	
and	site-specific	risks.

The	 ability	 to	 think	 strategically	 about	 infrastructure,	
planning,	urban	design	and	development	paradigms	within	
global	 markets	 enables	 BHA	 to	 develop	 complex	 master	
plans	internationally.

Master	planning	incorporates	infrastructure	improvements,	
integration	 with	 areas	 of	 local	 significance,	 effective	 site	
utilisation	 and	 culturally-appropriate	 urban	 design	 and	 in	
instances land formation and reclamation. 

BHA	 has	 extensive	 experience	 in	 green-field,	 brown-
field	 and	 waterfront	 design	 demonstrating	 our	 significant	
knowledge	 of	 environmentally-sustainable	 and	 climate-
sensitive	design	techniques	and	principals.

It also demands an understanding of the factors that 
encourage	 economic	 growth	 in	 a	 region,	 the	 balance	 of	
elements	 in	 successful	 mixed	 use	 developments	 and	
the	 importance	 of	 access,	 open	 space	 and	 public/private	
amenity MILLENIUM TOWER, HANOI

THE OSPREY, LORNEMILLENIUM RETAIL, HANOI

568 COLLINS STREET MELBOURNE

LIFE INCHEON, KOREA

WILLIAM COOPER BRIDGE, MELBOURNE
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3   |   DESIGN RESPONSE

The	 site	 of	 the	 Gold	 Coast	 Cultural	 Precinct	 lies	 within	 a	
16.9-hectre	 site	 known	 as	 Evandale.	 The	 site	 lies	 within	 the	
heart	of	the	Gold	Coast	with	iconic	beaches	and	skyscrapers	to	
its	east,	luxurious	private	riverside	homes	to	its	north	and	south,	
and	the	beauty	of	the	natural	hinterland	to	the	west.	

The	 Evandale	 and	 Gold	 Coast	 Cultural	 Precinct	 Competition	
presents	a	unique	opportunity	for	the	creation	of	a	precinct	that	
is	engaging,	 innovative	and	enduring.	The	proposed	response	
intends	 to	 create	a	precinct	 that	 is	a	pivotal	point	of	 invitation	
and	participation	for	all,	and	provide	a	nexus	of	connection	for	
all	the	surrounding	precincts.		The	aim	of	giving	this	precinct	its	
presence	within	the	surrounds	is	achieved	by	incorporating	three	
main	design	components,	the	new	Living	Arts	Centre,	the	New	
Arts	Museum	and	the	proposed	Artscape.	

3.1   |   DESIGN PHILOSOPHY

Our	 design	 philosophy	 has	 been	 documented	 to	 show	 a	
methodical approach to the Gold Coast Cultural precinct.

We	 began	 by	 identifying	 the	 Evandale	 site,	 the	 competition	
subject	site	and	its	significant	features.	Most	of	the	existing	site	
is	currently	carparking,	the	presence	and	layout	of	which	curtails	
pedestrian	 activations	 and	 activity.	 We	 propose	 the	 removal	
of	 the	 City	 Council	 Chamber	 Building,	 Administration	 Centre	
and	Riverside	Building.	The	Existing	Arts	Centre	on	the	site	is	
proposed	to	be	retained		but	architecturally	modernized.		

Our scheme proposes that the existing Arts Centre is to be 
encased	by	the	new	expanded	Living	Arts	Centre,	including	its	
various	galleries,	educational	and	public	spaces,	administration	
and	 public	 services.	 This	 serves	 to	 retain	 the	 existing	 centre	
but	revitalise	 it	 through	the	transformation	 into	an	entirely	new	
facility.	A	link	is	to	be	provided	to	a	newly	designed	multi-level	
carparking	facility	and	a	large	green	roof	is	introduced	over	the	
new	 entirety	 of	 the	 facility,	 effectively	 covering	 the	 site.	 This	
allows	for	the	vast	majority	of	the	site	to	be	transformed	into	a	
pedestrian-friendly	realm,	allowing	for	the	generation	of	a	new	
landscape	or	 ‘artscape’	 to	be	established	and	thus	completely	
revitilisating	 the	 site.	This	 transformation	of	 the	 site	 from	 ‘car-
park’	to	‘art-park’	is	crucial	to	the	blossoming	of	the	new	precinct.	

A	proposed	main	pedestrian	entry	from	Bundall	Road	is	carved	
out	of	 the	green	roof	 to	create	a	 large	oversized	dramatic	and	
dynamic	 promenade,	 suitable	 for	 the	 incorporation	 of	 large	
sculptures.	A	torus	form	is	positioned	on	the	site	over	existing	
Arts	Centre,	forming	the	proposed	New	Arts	Museum.	The	pure	
geometry	of	the	circular	torus	creates	a	strong	contrast	against	
the	 organic	 lines	 of	 the	 green	 roof.	 The	 elevated	 museum	
promotes	 360	 degree	 views	 up	 and	 down	 the	 Gold	 Coast	
and	 inland	 towards	 the	 vast	 hinterland,	 allowing	 the	 visitor	 to	
appreciate	the	place	of	the	Centre	within	the	overall	region	and	
its	 relationship	 to	 the	 surrounding	 environment.	 The	 inspiring	
and iconic nature of the Gold Coast shore line is celebrated from 
a	the	unique	position	Evandale	presents.	Equally	as	significant,	
are	the	views	to	the	National	parks	the	surround	the	Gold	Coast,	
including	 Springbrook,	 Lamington	 and	 Southern	Moreton	 Bay	
Islands.

A long linear bridge element is proposed to extend across 
the	subject	 site	and	over	 the	nearby	Nerang	 river,	 connecting	
Chevron	 Island	 to	 Southport-Burleigh	 Road.	 The	 bridge	 is	
proposed	 to	 be	 20	 metres	 wide	 and	 will	 showcase	 various	
artistic	 installations	 and	 vegetation.	Rather	 than	merely	 being	
an	instrument	for	movement,		it	is	proposed	that	the	bridge	also	
acts	as	an	outdoor	gallery,	thus	forming	an	integral	part	of	the	
cultural precinct.

Landscaping	 initiatives	 are	 proposed	 to	 be	 implemented	
across	the	site	such	as	a	within	the	museum	courtyard,	a	multi-
tiered	 stone	 landform	 is	 proposed	 with	 special	 feature	 voice	
amplification	within	the	space.	It	is	also	proposed	that	the	ascent	
of the green roof be utilised as an amphitheatre suitable for 
outdoor performaces. 

In	summary,	 the	proposed	design	 for	 the	Gold	Coast	Cultural	
Precinct	 responds	 to	 and	 celebrates	 its	 position	 within	 the	
broader	 Gold	 Coast	 environment	 and	 acts	 to	 enhance	 and	
broaden	 links	 between	 existing	 surrounding	 communities.	 It	
provides	the	visitor	with	a	deeper	appreciation	for	the	diversity	
of	environments	and	cultural	aspects	contained	within	the	Gold	
Coast	 environs,	 both	 through	 the	 establishment	 of	 the	 new	
facilities	contained	within	the	built	form,	and	by	the	way	in	which	
the buildings link to and respond to their immediate and broader 
environment,
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SITE PLAN
SCALE:	1:2000@A1,	1:4000@A3
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ARTSCAPE BRIDGE
SCALE:	1:5000@A1,	1:1000@A3
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BRIDGE PERSPECTIVE AERIAL PERSPECTIVE
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