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DOMINIQUE PERRAULT

QUALITY OVERSEAS

ENGINEERING PARTNERS

THE CULTURAL SPACE

Dominique Perrault, architect and urban designer,
gained international recognition after winning the
competition for the National French library in 1989 at
the age of 36. This project marked the starting point
of many other prestigious works, such as The Velodrome and Olympic Swimming Pool of Berlin, the
European Court of Justice in Luxembourg, the Olympic Tennis Centre in Madrid, the campus of EWHA’s
University in Seoul, or the Arganzuela footbridge in
Madrid.

We pride ourselves in delivering the highest standards of
architectural quality for every single project. Just like the
French haute-couture, it requires that all our designs be
made in Paris under the direct supervision of Dominique
Perrault.

We gathered around DPA a team of long-time partners.
We carefully composed this team of renowned professionals to bring together people with complementary core
skills and yet a cross-disciplinary background that will
allow full mutual understanding.

For a successful public project, two partners are paramount: the client and the community. DPA has systematically been proactive in establishing dialogue with public
contracting authorities and local inhabitants in order to
specifically address their needs.

Gaëlle Lauriot-Prévost’s career is closely linked to
that of Dominique Perrault, as she conceives and
supervises all projects of the studio as its art director. Formed at the Camondo School, Gaëlle LauriotPrevost joined Dominique Perrault in 1989. For over
twenty years Gaëlle has been actively involved in the
design and development of the largest projects of the
office. Her interiors reflect the architect’s intentions in
an intimate scale, always remaining human.
Established in 1981 and co-directed by Dominique
Perrault and Gaëlle Lauriot-Prevost, DPA has offices
in Paris and Madrid and employs a multicultural and
multidisciplinary team of over 70 professionals. Our
ongoing projects include works with a strong cultural
dimension such as the Grand Theater in Albi, the redevelopment of the Longchamp race course in Paris
and the re-design of the Pavillon Dufour within the
Château de Versailles.
For Dominique Perrault, the relentless transformation of the territories has resulted in an increase in
their complexity, their differences and density. The
new concept of territory can no longer be satisfied
with a narrow definition of architecture, circumscribed by the summarized terminology of «wall»,
«door», «facade» and «roof». Architecture should
instead be conceived as an integral part of the landscape. Architecture as land art marks the territory with
a radical gesture, gives us a reference to measure
the scale of the site and redefines landscape as a
welcoming extension of the public space. Therefore
we propose a vision that goes beyond a strict architectural intervention to create dynamics, motions,
encounters and animations.
Dominique Perrault received many prestigious
prizes and awards, including the AFEX Award for the
EWHA Womans University in Korea, the “Grande
Médaille d’or d’Architecture” from the Académie
d’Architecture in 2010, the Mies van der Rohe prize
(1997), the French national Grand Prize for Architecture (1993) and the «Equerre d’argent» prize for the
Hotel Industriel Berlier (1989). The body of his work
was assembled in a monographic exhibition: “Dominique Perrault Architecture” exhibited at the Centre
Georges Pompidou in 2008, and later in Madrid (ICO
Foundation, 2009) and Tokyo (Tokyo Opera City Art
Gallery, 2010).

Yet for decades, we have managed to deliver the same
level of quality abroad through partnerships with established local architects and the intensive use of the latest
communication technologies.
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For the Gold Coast Cultural Precinct, we have partnered
with the Australian firm Woodhead. This multi-awarded
architecture firm, present all across Australia and accustomed to working with overseas architects, delivers high
quality buildings across Australia, Oceania and SouthEast Asia. Their modern management creates a reliable
corporate structure positioning the practice amongst an
elite few able to successfully handle highly complex projects such as the Soekarno Hatta International Airport
Terminal 3 in Jakarta, the Royal Women’s Hospital in
Melbourne, the Standard Charter Bank fitout in Singapore, the Pharmacy Australia Centre of Excellence for
the University of Queensland in Brisbane and two significant academic buildings for Southern Cross University at
SCU’s new Gold Coast Campus in Coolangatta.
During the conception phase the client will have a privileged relationship with Dominique Perrault, the author of
the project. Most of the early design will be crafted in Paris while our Australian partner architect will be in charge
of securing local aspects and regulation issues. In the
subsequent phases, the work balance will tilt towards our
partner: Dominique Perrault will assume the artistic direction of the project and Woodhead the other architectural
tasks.
In order to ensure a smooth transfer of the project from
the conception in Paris all the way to the construction in
Australia, we made sure that our key technical consultants, Terrell and Arup, both have offices in Western Europe (London or Paris) and in Brisbane.

TERRELL

British engineer Peter Terrell has co-founded in 1982
the Terrell Group in Paris, which has grown to become
a prestigious boutique engineering firm, attached to the
ideal of a trail-blazing art of engineering. Similar to DPA,
the reasonable size of their office allows for direct discussions between Dominique Perrault and Peter Terrell. For
the last few years, we have consulted Terrell for complex
elements of major projects, such as the main dome of our
project for the French Ministry of Defense.

To see the bigger picture for the district planning we have
teamed up with AEA Consulting to establish a serious
programmatic strategy for the GCCP and with Theatre
Projects to ensure the utmost quality in the design of performance spaces.

AEA CONSULTING

Through these fruitful collaborations, and a broad portfolio of iconic buildings such as the Burj Doha in Qatar
with Jean Nouvel architects or the Centre Pompidou Metz
museum in France with Shigeru Ban architects, Terrell
has shown an exceptional ability to think out of the box
and find innovative solutions to our century’s architectural
challenges.

World leader in cultural consulting, AEA is already highly
involved in Australian culture. They are currently engaged
by the Barangaroo Delivery Authority in Sydney as cultural consultants on the multi-billion dollars harbor-front
development. Other Australian clients include the Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet, the National Gallery
of Australia, the National Gallery of Victoria, the National
Museum of Australia, the Arts Centre Melbourne, the
Powerhouse Museum, and The Australia Council. Those
references attest to the potential insight that can be expected for the Gold Coast Cultural Precinct.

ARUP

THEATRE PROJECTS

Especially in Australia, Arup needs no presentation. We’ll
simply recall their staff of approximately 10’000 present
in 35 countries through 92 offices. Their Brisbane office
alone has a staff of over 300. Our collaboration with ARUP
started with the Berlin Olympic Swimming Pool and Velodrome 21 years ago, and has been renewed almost each
time we have encountered an opportunity to design new
architectural landmarks.
In order to develop a truly sustainable design, our experience has showed that it is best to integrate MEP, sustainability, landscape and utilities works within a unique
comprehensive approach. With its full cross-disciplinary
expertise, ARUP is by far the fittest partner for this task.

JEAN-PAUL LAMOUREUX

Jean-Paul Lamoureux has 27 years of experience as an
acoustics engineer and a lighting designer, with a long list
of prestigious collaborations. Those include in Paris the
Louis Vuitton Foundation with Frank Gehry, in Shanghai
the Opera House with French architect Jean-Marie Charpentier and in Luxembourg the 1’500 seats philharmony
designed by Christian de Portzamparc.
His collaboration with Dominique Perrault started 25
years ago with the French National Library. Ever since,
he has been associated with most of our major projects
including the Mariinsky Grand Theater extension in SaintPetersburg, the European Court of Justice in Luxembourg
and the EWHA Woman’s University in Seoul.

Theatre Projects creates extraordinary performance
spaces around the world. With more than 1,200 projects in
over 70 countries, their work ranges from studio theatres
to performing arts centers. They’re a talented team of
specialists with invaluable backgrounds working directly
in the theatre world. Their projects include the prestigious
Walt Disney Concert Hall in L.A., the Oslo Opera House,
but also site developments such as the ambitious West
Kowloon Cultural District in Hong-Kong.

LOCAL
ARCHITECT

Woodhead
PERFORMANCE
SPACES

STRUCTURAL
CONSULTANTS

Theatre
Projects

Terrell Group
ARCHITECT

DOMINIQUE
PERRAULT
M.E.P.
LANDSCAPE
SUSTAINABILITY

CULTURAL
CONSULTANTS

A.E.A.

Arup
ACOUSTICS &
LIGHTING

Jean-Paul
Lamoureux

DOMINIQUE PERRAULT ARCHITECTE

1 /6

JEAN-PAUL LAMOUREUX

FONDATION LOUIS VUITTON POUR LA CREATION, PARIS
ARCHITECT: FRANK GEHRY

DOMINIQUE PERRAULT

FRENCH NATIONAL LIBRARY, PARIS, FRANCE

DOMINIQUE PERRAULT

‘MAGIC BOX’ OPENABLE OLYMPIC TENNIS CENTER, MADRID, SPAIN

TERRELL

AEA CONSULTING

BARANGAROO DISTRICT, SYDNEY
MASTERPLAN: ROGERS STIRK HARBOUR + PARTNERS

BURJ DOHA (TOWER), QATAR
ARCHITECT: JEAN NOUVEL

ARUP

OLYMPIC PARK, LONDON 2012
DESIGN: MAKE+JAMES CORNER FIELD OPERATIONS

ARUP

CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES
ARCHITECT: RENZO PIANO

THEATRE PROJECTS

WALT DISNEY CONCERT HALL, LOS ANGELES
ARCHITECT: FRANK GEHRY

DOMINIQUE PERRAULT

ARGANZUELA DOUBLE FOOTBRIDGE, MADRID, SPAIN

DOMINIQUE PERRAULT

MARIINSKY GRAND THEATER EXTENSION, SAINT-PETERSBURG, RUSSIA
COMPETITION WINNER

DOMINIQUE PERRAULT

EWHA WOMAN’S UNIVERSITY, SEOUL, SOUTH-KOREA

DOMINIQUE PERRAULT

REDEVELOPMENT OF THE LONGCHAMP RACECOURSE, PARIS
EXPECTED COMPLETION DATE 2016

WOODHEAD

SOEKARNO HATTA AIRPORT TERMINAL 3, JAKARTA
EXPECTED COMPLETION DATE 2015

WOODHEAD

ROYAL WOMEN’S HOSPITAL, MELBOURNE
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X MARKS THE SPOT

mesh will also be the source of an ambiguity between inside and outside, dimming the
sunlight but maintaining the view. By night,
To structure a large site such as Evendale the building will glow from within, while some
without creating excessive complexity, we skimming lights will reveal the golden texture
developed a holistic masterplan composed of the mesh.
of a single cross pattern. The scale of this
cross marks the landscape with a basic sign The tent also provides gigantic display
understandable by all and recognizable from screens as manufacturers are now able to
knit LED systems within the metal fabric.
a satellite.
These screens give information on upcoRadical and effective, the branches of the ming events, bring lighting animations to gigs
cross create French-style gardens with linear underneath the mesh and create unprecevenues that concentrate perspectives on a dented user experience such as interactive
central iconic building. In between these axes, surfaces connected to smartphone applicafour gardens, each with a specific theme, are tions.
developed in a British garden style, inviting to
promenade. The polycentric pattern of these
gardens echoes traditional aboriginal paintings and develops myriads of possible paths
across the arboretum and loops around central areas where pavilions and sculptures can
Beneath the tent, the cultural center is a
be installed.
unique building encompassing both the muThe cross bridge is both a formal echo to the seum and the arts center. To ensure efficient
masterplan and a way to improve the urban operations, the design is based on the wellreconnection of the two banks. According tried system of a technical slab placed on
to the Chevron Island Local Area Plan, the 12m high piles like that of an offshore platcross-bridge will reconnect on either sides form. This 8m-thick slab includes all the nonof a future public boardwalk and new com- public spaces (storage, technique, logistics,
mercial area, located between Mawarra and kitchens, etc.) needed to operate the center.
Burra streets. When crossing the Nerang River to Evendale, pedestrians will be offered On the roof of the slab, stacked blocks of pua choice between a straight forward way to blic program are carefully arranged to create
the Arts Center and an invitation to a winding a bustling cultural village atmosphere. In the
corners, where the tent is open, the slab propromenade within the Artscape.
vides a belvedere with breathtaking views on
the Gold Coast landscape and skyline. On
the ground floor below the slab, the outdoor
lobby welcomes large crowds and special
events.

CULTURAL VILLAGE

OVERALL, THE CULTURAL CENTER IS
DEVELOPED AS A DOUBLE LANDSCAPE
A GRANDIOSE GROUND FLOOR
TO ADDRESS THE TERRITORY
A HUMAN-SCALE VILLAGE ON THE ROOF
TO NURTURE ARTISTIC ACTIVITY

GOLDEN TENT

As the cultural program will evolve according
to discussions between the stakeholders, the
adaptable pattern of the cultural village ensures the highest level of flexibility within the
framework of the Golden Tent. It also allows
for phase planning as blocks can be added
progressively. The tent concept also brings
flexibility regarding retention of existing buildings as these can be protected under the
With its use of a perennial metallic mesh as fabric and reconnected to either the outdoor
fabric, the Golden Tent makes a paradoxical lobby or the technical slab.
statement of lightness and permanence. The
Australia is well versed in tensile structures.
Recalling a nomadic architecture of huts that
provide essential shelter from the sun whilst
keeping airflow and visibility, tensile structures are the only solutions able to address
the immense Australian territory. Our tent is
a tribute to an architecture that respects the
land.
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