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DESIGN APPROACH AND PHILOSOPHY

Camiel Weijenberg
The office was founded in 2013 by Camiel Weijenberg, a Dutch architect and full scholar.
He graduated in 2005 at the Architecture Association in London with a distinction in technical studies. Soon after graduating he started working at Wilkinson Eyre Architects for 2
years, also known for Gardens by the Bay in Singapore (global building of the year2012).
In 2007 Camiel moved on to work at Zaha Hadid Architects for almost 4 years, where he
worked on various projects in North Africa, Spain, Switzerland, the Middle East, Taiwan,
Korea and China.
The projects varied from residential to Opera houses and, small and larger scale commercial projects and several towers. Zaha Hadid has won the prestigious Pritzker price
and is also known for the London Aquatic Olympic stadium.
Followed with a shorter collaboration at Makemei he now founded the architecture firm
WEIJENBERG in Singapore.

Design scales
Having been educated in the Netherlands from the smaller scale, furniture and interior, he
progressed onto architecture in London. This experience allowed him to familiarise with
working on the difference scales and materials, in other words the individual components
of a building. These design skills make an important part of his design philosophy as every larger object or building is made from a multitude of smaller objects and components.
The interplay between the components and the control on these components forms the
composition of its total.

Roel Groothuis
Trained as an urban designer in The Netherlands at Delft University of Architecture, he is
used to working on different levels of scale in a broad perspective, from the larger urban
scale to the actual architecture of a building.
During several years of working in The Netherlands as an urban designer for a large engineering company and a small private company, where he developed himself as a generalist who is able to communicate to different specialists and to translate stakeholders
requirements into a spatial quality.
In 2013 he decided to move to Singapore and joined WEIJENBERG the same year.

Collaboration
The programme or brief in conjunction with the structure creates an integral part of the
overall design process. Therefore it is sought to initiate early collaboration with structural
engineers, fabricators as well as landscape architects and other professionals in the design process.

Content
By investigating the cultural aspects of the site and the interpretation of its context, its heritage and the landscape, the site conditions are summarized to its essentials and forming
the second segment for the overall design approach.

At Weijenberg we strive to create a holistic design approach that touches upon all scales
in the project while maintaining a strong relationship to its physical and cultural context.
VIEW ON DESIGN CHALLENGE

Syahirah Saripin
Talented top Graduated from Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts, Singapore, Syahirah majored in Interiror Design and minored in Furniture Design as part of her 3D studies. Upon
graduation, she began working at WEIJENBERG. She has worked on a large residential
clubhouse project in Hong Kong and smaller scale project in Singapore.
The Team composition
Is setup in such a way that it encompasses all scale levels of the components of this
building necessary to be critical with the brief and develop a unique project. By looking at
the larger urban plan it was decided to shift the overall building towards the water as well
as orientating the main Events hall such that it would be open to both sides for the public.
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Cultural development in Seoul, South Korea, 2007 Camiel Weijenberg was part of the main team at Zaha Hadid Architects

Large mixed use residential and commercial development in Budapest, Camiel Weijenberg was part of the main team at Zaha Hadid

26 story mixed use commercial development with both podium levels were open to the public creating many different type of zones in the
building, Camiel Weijenberg was part of the main team at Zaha Hadid Architects

Venice Footbridge, competition proposal Camiel Weijenberg was part of the main Bridge Team Wilkinson Eyre Architects
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Vision on the site
Art-interchange
Events Hall
The creative Art-interchange is arranged around a large Events Hall sitting on
the crossing of the local routes to and from the city centre and Chevron Island, through to the pedestrian tunnel and Bundall Road. This route is guided
directly through the building with a multiple of event spaces linked to this corridor “the Events Hall” inside the building.
Building Layout
The building is stretched towards the tunnel on the North side connecting to
Chevron Island. The roof lines bend around and down into the tunnel, expressing the individual programs inside the building while at the same time
unifying them under one creative roof. This roof is constructed from several
planes that depending on the program open up more to allow more light in or
by closing them off entirely at the cinema while having a larger aperture at the
gallery spaces.

art and performing art. People can now enjoy the park and art in the daytime
followed by a lunch or dinner in the Events Hall or on the roof overlooking the
park and the gold coast. The Events Hall is large enough for the largest international art pieces, creating a huge buzzing space for exciting exhibitions.
Aiming to bring the Events Hall’s experience to the audience similar to what
can be found in London at the Tate of Modern Art.
The North West side of the building is housing the new cinemas as well as a
café on top linked to the cinema lobby. The cinema is connected to the cycle
lane making the most of the new connection to the city and Chevron Island.
Purposely not mixing the audience of the cinema with the of the Performance
cinema spaces.
Current Site
The overall site is large and currently not making the most of the connection
to the park, the river and the city. It’s a fantastic location in the city that needs
to be modernized and reconnected. For our proposal we will try to retain the
stage and seating of the main theatre as well as the GF slab of the GCCCC
centre with some of its structure and other floors in the studio work areas. By
doing this the story of the site is continued into the new building.

The stage is modernized by adding an additional backstage hall so large sets
can be interchanged during a performance. The original loading bay is expanded together with workshop areas to allow for more modern and abundant
performances to take place. This North side of the building will house all back
of house activities relating to the performances. One level up all admin and
staff actors and actresses changing rooms are places in a long L shape connecting the newly build theatre area and the original stage. This connection
leads over the lobby area that sits between the theatres creating a nice crossover of activity set against the back drop of the cities high rise.
The amphitheatre connects directly to the heart of the theatre and the backstage area allowing performers and stage objects direct access.
Urban Routes
Redirecting the urban routes such as the bicycle close to the building and
sometimes over or through the building allowed us to re-organise the building and site in such a way that we could rethink the program and its composition completely in reference to the site. Pushing the art spaces towards and
over Ouyan street to get them closer to the water and the park. This created
a beautiful interface for the Art and the park with its pond and river. Between
the art and performing spaces several public art and performing art spaces as
well as dining, cafes and shops allow people to interact with each other the
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PERSPECTIVE VIEW OFTHE ENTRANCE

Events Hall
In these views the plates of the exhibtion hall are
clearly expressed and show the horizon transparancy needed for the galleries. To the left the image
shows the cafe on top of the cinema with the bicycle
track right next to it. allowing these paths to cross
and have a quick connection to Chevron Island and
the city.
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PERSPECTIVE VIEW - NORTH SOUTH
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